
English III 
Day 2 

 

Standard(s) 
 

RI.6.1 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development 
over the course of a text including how they interact and build on one another to 
provide a complex analysis of the topic; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Learning 
Targets/I 
Can 
Statements 

RI.6.1 I can determine at least two central ideas of a text. 
 
RI.6.1 I can analyze the development of a text. 
 
RI.6.1 I can provide an objective summary of a text. 

Essential 
Question(s) 

What is the best way to ensure fairness in college admissions? 

Resources “How to Analyze a Political Cartoon” video 
Cartoon Analysis Guide 
Cartoon Analysis Guide 2 
Upfront Admission Scandal Cartoon 
Upfront Admission Scandal Cartoon Questions 
Learning Guide 
 

Learning 
Activities or 
Experiences 

Connection 
 
The college admissions scandal made headlines across the country as images of 
actors, fashion designers and wealthy business owners were accused of paying large 
sums of money to counselors and insiders to secure admission for their children in 
top universities.  Many people thought this was unfair and offered an illegal 
advantage to the rich, who already other financial advantages. 
 
In this lesson, you will work toward being able to analyze texts, determine central 
ideas, and provide a summary. 
 
Review 
 
Watch the video How to Analyze a Political Cartoon 

 Locate the Learning Guide 

 Take notes on the most important aspects of analyzing cartoons on your 
Learning Guide 

 Keep your notes to go to the next portion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=BNkJNNuxsuQ
http://youtube.com/watch?v=BNkJNNuxsuQ


 
 
 
 
Application 
 
Locate the image “Upfront Admission Scandal Cartoon” (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Take about 5 minutes to examine the cartoon. 

 What do you notice? 

 Who is in the cartoon? 

 What do you see in the background? 

 What words or symbols do you notice? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
As you look at the cartoon, several things will stand out.  What do you think this 
cartoon is trying to tell you?  Is there more than one idea being communicated?  
Why do you think so? 
 
Let’s take a moment to delve into how we look at cartoons and how to make sense 
of them. 
 
After looking at the cartoon, what connections did you make? 
 
Locate the “Cartoon Analysis Guide” instructions.  Follow the instructions as you try 
to uncover what you are seeing.  In this instance, the “text” is the cartoon you are 
reading.  There are very few words, but there is meaning in the image and the words 
you see.   
 
Use what you learn from the “Cartoon Analysis Guide” to help you analyze. 
 
Use the “Cartoon Analysis Guide 2” as a supplement to help with the terms and 
vocabulary for analyzing the cartoon. 
 
Now that you have taken notes, viewed the video and resources, take another look 
at the cartoon, “Upfront Admission Scandal Cartoon Questions” with some questions 
for you to answer. 
 

 
 
 
Locate the Learning Guide 
 
Please answer the “Analyze the Political Cartoon” questions on the Learning Guide 
page. 
 

1. Who do the people in the cartoon represent?  What details suggest this? 
 



2. How is the person on the right depicted differently from the other two 
people?  What does this suggest about him? 
 

3. What does the cartoonist emphasize about the person on the right by 
underlining “BUNCH” in his speech bubble and drawing money coming out 
of his pocket? 
 

4. What point do you think the cartoonist is trying to make? 
 

 
Closure 
 
Locate your Learning Guide 
 
Write your final answer in your Learning Guide 
 
 
Based on the cartoon, do you think the author (artist) successfully makes his/her 
point about the unfairness of college admission?  Why or why not?  Use specific 
examples from the cartoon to support your answer 

 

 


